Palace Wallpaper Complete Map of Taiwan of the Qianlong Period
and the Creation of Political Space of Wucheng Hall
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Abstract: A large-scale wallpaper relating to the battles of Taiwan during the Qianlong period is
stowed at the Museum of Ethnology in Hamburg, Germany. It consists of 11 battle scenes from the
album Victory in the Pacification of Taiwan, and is likely to have been the palace wallpaper of the
Complete Map of Taiwan that hung in the Wucheng hall. The wallpaper is the earliest known and
the most complete extant battle picture-themed wallpaper composed of multiple battle scenes. A
line drawing at the National Museum of China that is highly similar to this wallpaper in form and
content should be the preparatory sketch draft of the wallpaper. Combining the line drawing and the
album, this paper studies the production process, content form and hanging place of the wallpaper
and argues that the wallpaper highlighted the military strength of the Qing dynasty and the majesty
of the imperial power, and conformed to the emperor’s aesthetic and psychological needs. By
analyzing the display of the wallpaper in Wucheng hall and other furnishings in the hall, it can be
inferred that the wallpaper would demonstrate imperial power, display Qing military power, and
play a deterrent role when the emperor met with princes, ministers, and foreign envoys.
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