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The Transformation of Giuseppe Castiglione’s Style and
Operations of the Painting Academy in the Yongzheng Reign

Yun-ru Chen
Associate Curator, Department of Painting and Calligraphy, National Palace Museum

Abstract

Giuseppe Castiglione was in China for almost 52 years, and his painting style during this period
can be divided into different stages. He entered the institution of the painting academy at the Qing
court not long after arriving in China, the style of his academic painting for the Yongzheng court
developing in diverse and marvelous ways. The present study takes the style of his painting from this
period as the subject for research. The study first compares Castiglione’s masterful “One Hundred
Horses” with a draft for the painting, “Preparatory Drawing for One Hundred Horses,” to see how he
chose a technique from the tradition of Western drawing that could be more easily assimilated with the
style of Chinese painting. This completely new manner that he fused in the process was perpetuated at

the Yongzheng court for many years and resulted in the creation of many fascinating works.

Furthermore, in a departure from merely analyzing the stylistic changes to form a chronological
overview of stages in development, the present study also takes into consideration the influence of
painting academy operations at the court on Giuseppe Castiglione’s paintings. The operations of
the painting academy here refer to different affects on the style of a court artist during the process
of interaction to realize a painting project. These influences include instructions from the emperor,
the preparation of drafts for imperial review, and the ways of coordination among painters working
in cooperation. In other words, the changes in Giuseppe Castiglione’s paintings seen over time were
not merely the result of personal taste or his maturation as an artist, but they also involve the overall

operations of the painting academy at the Yongzheng court.
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