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This extremely rare copperplate engraving is
part of a set of sixteen that was
commissioned in 1765 by Emperor Qianlong
for his palace in Beijing. Entitled Les
Conquêtes de L'Empereur de la Chine, the
series served as a visual record of the
emperor’s successful military campaigns
throughout Central Asia that occurred from
1755 to 1759. This plate, number four in the
series, depicts the victory of Khorgos in which
the Chinese under Prince Cabdan-jab
defeated Amursana. 

The engravings are based off master paintings
completed by the Jesuit missionaries who
were employed at the court, including

Giuseppe Castiglione (Lang Shining 郎世寧),

Jean-Denis Attiret (Wang Zhicheng 王致誠),

Ignatius Sichelbarth (Ai Qimeng 艾啟蒙) and

Jean-Damascene Sallusti (An Deyi 安德義).
Small-scale versions of these paintings were
transported from the court in China to Paris
where the era’s most renowned engravers
were working. The Emperor decreed that his
pieces emulate the style of Augsburg
engraver Georg Philip Rugendas the Elder
(1666-1742), whose work he revered. Here,
the paintings were transferred on to
copperplates and printed under the
supervision of Charles-Nicolas Cochin of the
Academie Royal at the Court of Louis XVI.
When a limited number of two hundred sets
were completed, they were shipped back to
Beijing in two batches – one in 1772 and the
other in 1775. A small number were reserved
for the French king, his ministers and court
officials and precautions were taken to ensure
none were left with the engravers or printers.
A French version of the imperial edict
concerning the commission is in the National
Archives in Paris. 

The scarcity of these engravings has limited
them to few exclusive collections. The Louvre
holds a complete set of sixteen, and in 2009
they mounted the series as an exhibition with
an accompanying lecture and publication
entitled Les Batailles de L’Empereur de Chine.
The Boston Museum of Fine Arts also holds a
copy of La Victoire de Khorgos. The
appearance of these engravings has been
relatively rare on the market, with Christie’s
New York selling a complete set in March
1997, and a partial set of fourteen in March
2000. A single engraving the fourth plate, La
Victoire de Khorgos, was also sold at
Bonhams San Francisco in 2007. This copy
includes the full text of Emperor Qianlong’s
poem in the upper right corner, which was
written to commemorate his battles.   

LA VICTOIRE de

KHORGOS

清乾隆 和落霍澌之捷

The engraving sold by Bonhams San Franciso
in 2007, which includes the text of Emperor
Qianlong’s poem 
© Bonhams

Dealer’s note from Gordon
Dunthorne (M.A., Oxford),
a renowned prints collector
who published on various
areas of print and
engraving

Article announcing the exhibition of
Miss Ida Hoyt’s collection at the
Washington Hotel 
Washington Star, January 15, 1941
(on reverse of frame)

Cover of Gordon Dunthorne's publication,
Flower and Fruit Prints of the 18th & Early
19th Centuries. Their History, Makers & Uses,
with a Catalogue Raisonne of the Works in
Which They are Found, 1938

La Victoire de Khorgos, Réserve Edmond 
de Rothschild,  Musée du Louvre © Musée 
du Louvre, dist. RMN-Grand Palais
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LA VICTOIRE DE KHORGOS

ENGRAVED BY LE BAS, 1774

1774年д和落霍澌之捷е銅版畫

Ink and colour on paper, framed, 
20.9” x 36” — 53 x 91.5 cm.

Provenance:
Acquired from Gordon Dunthorne, a
prints & engravings dealer and collector in
Washington, D.C., and thence by descent 

購自華盛頓D.C.著名銅版畫藝術商Gordon

Dunthorne，繼傳承家族自今。

Exhibited:
Exhibited at the Washington Hotel,
Washington, D.C. in 1941 as part of a
concert-lecture and exhibit by Ms. Ida
Hoyt Chamberlain, an American
composer and student of Chinese music

$5,000—7,000

Note:
An engraving from the same plate is in the collection of the Louvre as part
of the Collection of Edmond de Rothschild, accession number 27483;
inventory number 15134

Another engraving of the same plate is in the colecction of the Boston
Museum of Fine Arts, accession number 51.1605

An engraving from the same plate was sold at Bonhams San Francisco,
December 18, 2007, lot 4406

Another engraving was sold at Christie’s New York, March 20-21, 1997, lot
286 (part)

Emperor Qianlong wrote poem for the victory of Khorgos in 1758:  

今春我師剿逆夷，首戰實和落霍澌，斬將搴旗早報捷，酬勞頒賚已有差，
即今生解俘「至，曰渥赭特宰桑伊，散秩大臣曾授職，乃敢倡亂如鴞鴟，
面詢彼所致敗故，咋舌惟歎天奪其，彼衆猶有千餘騎，覘知我寡設計奇，
輜重遠行誘我逐，層層伏賊據險巇，官軍四百始馳至，少騎示弱山之陲，
我進彼乃蠭涌集，銃礮如雨循環施，我軍曾無一傷者，百靈擁護信有之，
衝鋒突入矢齊發，賊乃喪膽紛離披，鹿埵隴種各逃命，大鞣大膊張軍威，
殲彼屍僵近四百，負傷遁者數無訾，是誠天助額手慶，奮勇要亦資人為，
問率軍者其人誰，超勇親王家聲貽，戊寅新秋月作御筆 。
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withdrawn, passed or unsold as of the publication of this list. Not responsible for typographical errors or omissions.


