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AN IMPERIAL OIL PORTRAIT OF MA BIAO ATTRIBUTED TO
IGNAZ SICHELBARTH, (Al QIMENG, 1708-1780), ET AL.
QING DYNASTY, QIANLONG PERIOD, CIRCA 1771-1776

Estimate: 800,000 - 1,200,000 HKD

oil on Korean paper

the bust portrait depicting a commanding officer of the Qing empire in frontal view,
dressed in a plain brown robe and donning a court hat with a red button of the
second rank and a one-eyed peacock feather, his rugged, broad, oval face framed by
a full beard and thick mustache, all against a bluish-grey background, the upper
right corner inscribed vertically in Chinese with the characters Lingdui dachen Xi'an
tidu Ma Biao (‘Commander of the Northwest Border Militia, General of the Chinese
Troops of Xi'an, Ma Biao'), and repeated in Manchu on the upper left corner, the
upper left corner of the reverse attached with a yellow label inscribed Pingding
liang Jinchuan gongchen xiang di shichi ('The seventeenth painting from the series
of meritorious officials who contributed in conquering the two Jinchuan [the major
and minor]’)

73.4 by 56.3cm., 28 7/8 by 22 1/4 in.
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AN IMPERIAL OIL PORTRAIT OF MA BIAO
ATTRIBUTED TO IGNAZ SICHELBARTH, (Al QIMENG, 1708-1780), ET AL.
QING DYNASTY, QIANLONG PERIOD, CIRCA 1771-1776

oil on Korean paper

the bust portrait depicting a commanding officer of the Qing empire

in frontal view, dressed in a plain brown robe and donning a court hat

with a red button of the second rank and a one-eyed peacock feather,

his rugged, broad, oval face framed by a full beard and thick mustache,

all against a bluish-grey background, the upper right corner inscribed
il vertically in Chinese with the characters Lingdui dachen Xi'an tidu Ma Biao
I (Commander of the Northwest Border Militia, General of the Chinese
i Troops of Xi'an, Ma Biao’), and repeated in Manchu on the upper left
corner, the upper left corner of the reverse attached with a yellow label

inscribed Pingding liang Jinchuan gongchen xiang di shichi ( The seventeenth
g painting from the series of meritorious officials who contributed in

| conquering the two Jinchuan [the major and minor])

73.4 by 56.3 cm., 28% by 22% in.
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f: A rare book dealer in Heidelberg, Germany.
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E.J. Brill, Catalogue 544, Leiden, 1985, no. 7.

HK$800,000-1,200,000
US$104,000-155,000
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The Manchu transliteration:
Meyen-i amban Si an-i fideme kadalara amban Ma biyoo

The English translation:
Commandandant of the Nortwest Border Militia, General of the Chinese
Troops of Xi'an, Ma Biao

Ma Biao (d. 1784) was a man from Ningsxia, Gansu. In 1740 he was selected
from the ranks as Junior Lieutenant, in 1757 he rose to Lieutenant and
followed the army on its Westem expedition. He then became Second
Captain, and in 1758 First Captain, and in Xian was Assistant Colonel,
in 1762 Brigade General of Suzhou. These promotions show that he was
apparently an excellent soldier. His great moment came in Jinchuan where
he proved a brave and able warior, particularty useful at a time when the
inactivity or idiosyncracy of military leaders had led to a defeat of the
imperial army. Only when Agéi became the head of military operations
and Mingliyang and Fengsengge his assistants, did the situation change.
With the support of brave warriors like Ma Biao, the rebels’ strongholds
were taken one after another, despite the difficult mountainous, rainy
terain. In 1771 Ma Biao became the General of the Chinese troops of Xian,
in recognition of his services. His biography also mentions that his portrait
was painted for the Ziguangge, and the imperial poem in his honour is
quoted. In 1784 Ma Biao passed away in office, as Provincial Military
Commander of Hu-Guang provinces. He was awarded a hereditary rank
The Emperor wrote his eulogy.

Leading our Western forces effectively and bravely, he soon had a
noble’s banner to display.

When ordered to exterminate rebelling tribes, he exerted every effort
to do so.

He constructed bridges to cross rivers, took strongpoints and seized
waterways, thus allowing supplies to reach our troops.

All this was done with efficiency and good order.
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