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A LOUIS XVI ENGRAVING DEPICTING THE ENCAMPMENT OF THE KHAN
AFTER JEAN DAMASCENE, CIRCA 1775

Lot D e s cription

A LOUIS XVI ENGRAVING DEPICTING THE ENCAMPMENT OF THE KHAN

AFTER J EAN DAMASCENE, CIRCA 1775

Depciting the scene 'The Khan of Badakhsan Asks to Surrender ' (Le Khan de Badakhsan Dem ande a Se Soum ettre),

drawn by Dam ascene; engraved by Choffard; framed and glazed, unexamined out of fram e

53 x 91.5 cm . (plate)

Spe cia l N otice

This lot is offered without reserve.

Christie’s charges a prem ium to the buyer on the Hamm er Price of each lot sold at the following rates: 29.75% of the

Hamm er Price of each lot up to and including €20 ,000 , plus 23.8% of the Hamm er Price between €20 ,001 and

€800 .000 , plus 14.28% of any am ount in excess of €800 .000 . Buyer’s premium  is calculated on the basis of each lot

individually.

Sa leroom  N otice

Please note this lot will be offered without reserve. This lot will be sold to the highest bidder regardless of the pre-sale

estim ate pr inted in the catalogue.

Lot N ote s

Originally part of a ser ies of sixteen engravings depicting the military achievem ents of Em peror Qianlong in Central Asia

(1755-1759). The Emperor Qianlong comm issioned the original set of sixteen engravings of his conquests on 13 J uly 1765

for the central hall of the Palace in Beijing.

A closely related set of thir teen engravings was sold Sotheby's, New York, 22 March 1995, lot 339 ($118 ,000  including

prem ium ) and a set of eleven was sold Christie's King Street, Four  British Collections Including Im portant Furniture sale

7592, 5 J une 2008 , lot 170  (GPB 82.850  including premium)

Em peror Qianlong is recorded to have said: 'I wish the sixteen prints of the victories that I won in the conquest of the

kingdom  of Chumgar  and the neighbouring Mahomm edan countr ies, which I had painted by Lam xinim  [Castiglione] and

the other  European painters who are in my service in the city of Peking, to be sent to Europe where the best artists in

copper shall be chosen so that they m ay render  each of these prints perfectly in all its parts on plates of copper '.

The drawings were prepared in China by four J esuits: Giuseppe Castiglione, the director of the project, J ean-Denis Attiret,

Ignatius Sichelbarth and J ean Dam ascene. By recomm endation of Louis-J oseph Le Febvre, head of the French J esuit

mission to China, they were sent to Paris, where the engravings were executed by eight ar tists under the direction of

Charles-Nicolas Cochin of the Académ ie Royale at the Court of Louis XVI. J ean-Philippe Le Bas, Helm an's m aster , was

one of the engravers. This comm ission was considered of utmost im portance, as it potentially offered France means of

leaving a favorable impression on the Em peror and thus gaining advantage in view of com merce and missioning, directed

against the Dutch, Portuguese and English. The Emperor 's comm ission was for  an edition of one hundred copies only;

however , to ensure the safe receipt of at least one hundred copies in China, an edition of 200  copies was actually printed.

To reduce the r isk of loss at sea they were distr ibuted over two ships in lots of 100  impressions each. The entire edition

was received in China by 1775 for which the Com pagnie Francaise des Indes in Canton was paid the sum  of 240 ,000

pounds. Only a very lim ited number  of extra copies were pr inted for the French King, his m inisters and som e mem bers of

the Court and the greatest precaution was taken that no copies rem ained with the engravers or  printers to ensure its

exclusivity.
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The engravings are docum ented in a monograph by Michle Pirazzoli-T'Serstevens, Gravures des Conquetes de

l'Em pereur de Chine K'ien-Long au Muse Guim et, Par is 1969. A closely related set of thir teen engravings was sold

anonymously, Sotheby's, New York, 22 March 1995, lot 339 ($118 ,000  including prem ium ) and a set of eleven was sold

Christie's King Street, Four  British Collections Including Im portant Furniture, sale 7592, 5 J une 2008 , lot 170  (GPB

82.850  including premium )
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