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‘tronomy, entitled KRR EE Chunghs

ching-hsing t‘ung-i k‘ao, ¥ chiian. Among their
contemporaries in the same field were: Wang

‘Hsishan F4BW (T. W8 H BEHE, 1628-

1682), known for a work on the Calendar, en-
titled EEREITY: Hsiao-an hsinfa; and Hsiieh
Féngtso BEERE (T. £, d. 1680). The
latter collaborated with the Polish missionary,
Jean-Nicholas Smogolenski E2JE B (T. s,
1611-1656, arrived in China in 1646), in writing
twenty works known collectively as FFEREIE
Li-hstieh hui-t‘ung, or Tlen (KR)-hsiieh hui-tung.
Hsiteh and Smogolenski wrote primarily on
astronomy and the ealendar, but they incidentally
introduced spherical trigonometry and logarithms
into China.

The actual contributions of Mei Wén-ting to
the sciences of mathematics and astronomy are
not of great significance, but his labors served to
popularize these subjects in China and to revive
an interest in older Chinese mathematical dis-
coveries.

[Mei Wén-ting nien-p‘u in Chung-suan shih lun-
ts‘ung (see under Lo Shih-lin); 1/511/8a; 3/417/1a;
4/132/1a; Mikami Yoshio, The Development of
‘Mathematics in China and Japan (1913), pp. 121,
122; Ch‘ou-jén chuan (see under Juan Yiian),
chiian 37-39; Wylie, Chinese Researches, pp. 160,
189; Ssii-k‘u, 106/9b, 107/11b; Pfister, Notices,

TP 26_5z]

Fang Crao-vING

MENG Chao-jan B8R (T. 852 H. /&),
1731-1797, official and scholar, was a native of
Foochow, Fukien. In 1759 he graduated as chii-
jén with first honors, and in the following year
took his chin-shth degree, entering the Hanlin
Academy as a bachelor. Later he was appointed
a secretary in the Board of War, and was then
transferred to the Board of Civil Office. In 1765
he was appointed assistant examiner for Kwangsi,
and after his return to Peking was promoted to
assistant department director and later a depart-
ment director in the Board of Civil Office. In
1769 he was sent to Szechwan as director of
education, and while there abolished many irregu-
larities in the examinations and won the respect
of the literati. Wherever he went he encouraged
education so that even old scholars with white
hair were glad to participate in the examinations.
He urged them to follow the example of the Sung
scholar, and their fellow-provincial, Wei Liao-

Méng

wéng AT & (T. ¥4 H. BN, 1178-1237).
Observing that the families of ‘Szechwan had a
tendency to separate into small units and so fail
in duty to their parents, he wrote a treatise en-
titled AR Hou su lun, to exhort them to
reform. When he left Pao-ning, Szechwan, the
people erected a laudatory tablet in his honor,
and when he left Chengiu a monument was set
up to commemorate him. For thirteen years he
served in official life, but did not have his family
with him. In 1771 he returned home to visit his
parents, and in the following year begged leave
to retire.

He was invited by Hsii Ssii-tséng %ﬁﬁ‘ (T.
PEHL, a chin-shik of 1763, d. 1790), governor of
Fukien (1785-90), to take charge of the loeal

_ Academy—Ao-féng Shu-yuan FEEEEBL—of

Foochow, a post which he held for eight years.
His sincerity in teaching attracted the gentry to
him and never, since the time of Ts‘ai Shih-yilan
(see under Ts‘ai Hsin), had the Academy been so
crowded with students. In his teaching he in-
sisted most on the importance of suppressmg
anger and on personal reform.

After the death of his father, Méng Ch‘ao-jan
lived at home where he compiled a work on
funeral rites, entitled ZRRBERAE Sang-ki chi-
lieh, in 1 chian. In condemnation of the super-
stitiops of féng-shui JAIK, he wrote a work en-
titled BRELEE Ch'éng-shih lu, in 1 chaan. These
two works together with six others by his disciples
were printed in 1815 in the series FFCAER
Méng-shih pa-lu, in 13 chiian. There may also
be mentioned the following: H£& 8%k Fén-hsiang
lu, in 1 chian, a treatise on the cultivation of
moral conduct; JREFEE Ch9u-sfu lu, in 4 chian,
a collection of sayings; BEB&% Wan-wén Iy, in 1
chian, a collection of -answers made by Chu Hsi
(see under Hu Wei) to his disciples; B5%$%
Kuang-ai lu, in 1 chiian, concerning the protection
of animals. His SRRk Chia chieh Iu, in 2
chian, consists of instructions to his descendants;
and his JAIRERSR Kuap'éng pi-shu lu, in 2
chiian, has miscellaneous notes on the classics
and histories. His literary collection, entitled
FEEE T3S Ping-an chishih shih-wén-
ch'ao, in 8 chian, was published in 1815 by his
disciple, Ch‘én Shou-ch‘i {g. ».]. It contains two
diaries: {538 H&C Shik Yieh jih-chi, in 2 chiian,
dealing with the time when he was an assistant
examiner in Kwangsi, and % H38 Shih-Shu
jih~chi, in 5 chiaan, on the years when he was
director of education in Szechwan. The above
mentioned works were later brought together in
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